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Currently the only binding law is 
concerned with enforcement- 
and prohibition-based “war on 
drugs” provisions 





Caption
Why not amend the Conventions? 



An ambitious but achievable 
plan to correct the deficiencies 
of the international drug control 
regime, based on historical 
precedents. 



Hard Law vs. Soft Law 



Mine Ban Convention (1997) 



Convention on Cluster Munitions (2008) 



Forced Labour Convention - Twice 
The Forced Labour 
Convention (1930) was 
updated twice (1957 & 
2014) to provide 
heightened protections 
& remedies to suppress 
forced labour.



Modern Slavery Abolition
The 1926 Slavery 
Convention was 
modernized in 1956 
to eliminate several 
exceptions to slavery 
& ban additional 
practices.



Crucial to remain open to exploring 
provisions that have not been agreed 
under ‘soft law’ & to options that may 
cause tensions with earlier treaties. 




A Pathway to More Direct Challenges  

break the international community free from the 
lockstep, consensus-based model of treaty 
amendment currently in place



Benefits of a Supplementary Treaty   



Is a supplementary treaty possible?  

YES! Pathway to 
broader reform &

necessary to secure 
increased harm 
reduction funding. 


More info? benjamin@idlarc.org 

mailto:benjamin@idlarc.org

