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HARM REDUCTION IN LATIN AMERICA - ´90’s

- 1993 - IEPAS, BRASIL, BLEACH DISTRIBUTION IN SANTOS.

- 1994 - CEADS UNR, ARGENTINA - DESINFECTION OF INJECTION

MATERIALS - HARM REDUCTION INTERVENTIONS IN A PUBLIC

MENTAL HEALTH HOSPITAL IN ROSARIO.

- 1995 - CETAD, BRASIL - FIRST NEEDLE EXCHANGE, SAN

SALVADOR.

- 1998 INTERCAMBIOS, ARGENTINA - EDUCATION PROJECT IN

PHARMACIES OF BUENOS AIRES.

- 1998 - CEADS UNR, ARGENTINA - PILOT SUBSTITUTION

PROGRAMME WITH BUPRENORPHINE, ROSARIO.

- 1999 - CEADS UNR, ARGENTINA - FIRST HARM REDUCTION

PROGRAMME WITH INJECTION KITS, OUTREACH AND PUBLIC

HEALTH FACILITIES, ROSARIO.





INJECTION KIT
ROSARIO HARM REDUCTION PROGRAMME 

CEADS UNR - ARGENTINA



HARM REDUCTION BASED ON EVIDENCE

- WHO Multicenter Study Phase II "Intravenous Drug Use Study" 1998 / 2000.

- ONUSIDA "Southern Cone Study on Drug Use and Social vulnerability", 2004.



HARM REDUCTION  DIFFERENCES

- risks control in an attempt to eliminate them

- risk management with the purpose to reduce harms 

The problem of identifyng risk with harm/danger of negative effects 
(De Rementeria, 2013; Sepulveda, 2011)

- harm reduction as costs reduction; epidemiological and behavioral studies

- harm reduction as a human approach ; - (+) cases studies, psychosocial researches
(Broadhead, Heckathorn, Grun, Stern y Anthony, 1995, Borrás Cabacés, Carbonell, de Andrés y otros 

2000), Crofts y Herkt 1995, De Groot y Boumans 2000, Friedman 1998, Friedman y Casriel 1989, 
Friedman, Des Jarlais y Sotheran 1986, Friedman, Des Jarlais, Sotheran, Garber, Cohen y Smith 

1987, Jürgens 2005, Stimson y Rhodes 1997, Woods 1997 y Wood,
Kerr, Spital, Small, Tyndall, O’Shaughnessy & Schechter 2003

There are no harms without human beings (Inchaurraga, 2017)
Psychoanalysis, Communitary Psychology and Social Sciences



… AND SO DO LATIN AMERICANS



"Behind the disciplinary mechanisms, we can read the 

obssession with "contagions", with the plague, with 

revolts, with crimes, with vagrancy, with desertions, with 

individuals that appears and disappear, live 

and die in desorder.“

“Por detrás de los dispositivos disciplinarios, se lee la 

obsesión de los “contagios”, de la peste, de las 

revueltas, de los crímenes,

de la vagancia, de las deserciones, de los individuos 

que aparecen y desaparecen, viven y mueren en el 

desorden.”

Michel Foucault, 1996.



APPROACHES BASED ON IGNORANCE AND FEAR



“YOUR BRAIN ON DRUGS” & 

“DRUGS WHAT’S FOR?”.  ARGENTINA, 90’s.



“DO YOU DRINK, SMOKE, SNORT? …EACH DRUG USE IS A RISK”

ARGENTINA, 2024



“Handbook for people under marihuana influence:  Become cleaver again ” 

Manual para personas bajo la influencia de la marihuana

CONACE CHILE (2008)





PLAN COLOMBIA

GRINGOS PUTS GUNS, COLOMBIA PUTS DEADS



HARMS ON PRODUCER’S AND CONSUMER ‘S COUNTRIES



WAR ON DRUGS = HARMS MAXIMIZATION



HARMS OF DRUG WAR

FUMIGATED CAMPS - FUMIGATED PERSONS



POVERTY MEANS THAT ONE MORE GRAM COULD

SUPPORT A FAMILY IN A SHANTYTOWN 

AND SO, DOÑA ROSA IS NOT A DRUG DEALER BUT 

A POOR MOTHER OF 10 KIDS

DRUGS - CRIME - POVERTY



RELATED PROBLEMS

STREET CHILDREN. HOMELESS, SEX WORK

PRISONS CROWED OF DRUG USERS



“The boys taking glue are every day more young 

and more poor. They says glue take out hunger and 

cold. We use a brochure that says; “If you use glue, 

dont get stuck”. 

But how not to get stuck with a food if you are 

hungry and with a coat if you are cold”.

Dante, 30 years, outreach worker.



FIRST DECADE OF HARM REDUCTION



SECOND DECADE OF HARM REDUCTION 
DRUG USER AS CITIZEN



HUMAN RIGHTS AND DRUG USE HANDBOOK

TO PROMOVE  A NEW IMAGE OF DRUG USERS AVOIDING STIGMA AND 

DISCRIMINATION



LATIN AMERICAN ANTI PROHIBITIONIST MOVEMENT

⚫’90’s – Harm Reduction Organizations

⚫End of ’90s Drug Users Organizations (ABORDA, Brasil
98; RADDUD, Argentina 2000)

⚫From 2000’s Cannabics Organizations

⚫Human Rights Orgs, INPUT, Drug Policy Networks and
Coalitions, Youths movements related to recreational
drugs.





MASSIVE ACTS BY COMMUNITY

⚫DEPENALIZATION & DRUG POLICY REFORM CAMPAIGNS

⚫COCA LEGALIZATION CAMPAIGNS / COCA SOBERANIA

⚫MILLON MARIJUANA MARCHS MMM

⚫INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN  “SUPPORT DONT PUNISH”



“Drug traffic is against marihuana legalization” 
PSICOTROPICUS.  Río de Janeiro. Brasil.







OUTDOOR ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN 

MAIN ARGENTINEAN CITIES



IF YOU ARE ARRESTED, KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

HARM REDUCTION PROGRAM 

SEX, DRUGS & ROCK AND ROLL CEADS UNR

POLICE CORRUPTION - VIOLENCE -

ARBITRARY ARRESTS -

INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS DAMAGED – STIGMA

HARM REDUCTION PROGRAM ON POOR NEIGHBORHOODS AND 

SHANTY-TOWNS ON ARGENTINA,  CEADS UNR ARDA







MMM SINCE 2002



CAMPAIGN SUPPORT DONT PUNISH SINCE 2013



The current drug problem in Latin America, social 

representations and related responses encourage us to 

wonder about the role of harm reduction and human rights in 

changind drug control system and get governmental support.

Even new discourses, official policies are still supporting the 

idea of drug users as social menaces to be controlled or as 

sick people to be rehabilitated.

The civil society has a key role involving harm reduction and 

human rights organisations, but there are key problems in 

the process of consolidation of a regional task force: the non 

involvement of  cannabis users and their related movements 

on general users problems, harm reduction organisations 

only involved in HIV prevention activities, misunderstandings 

about decriminalisation – depenalization and legalization and 

the isolation of drug policy reformers and promoters of 

legalisation of all drugs.



1) The movement “going out of the closet” , the

cannabis activisme and the defense of medical

marihuana as alternative for recreational users.

The main goals of cannabis movements of non being

associated with other drugs causes effects in social

ideas about more soft laws for soft drugs, but also

suporting the defense of repressive laws for users of

drugs different than cannabis.

Facilitators / Obstacles to drug policy reform

in Latin America 



Campaigns in Bolivia and Peru with main message “Coca leaf is not 

cocaine”, even national platforms have shown a maniquean division on 

natural/good and synthetic / evil substances and a zero tolerance 

approach to cocaine use.

2) THE CAMPAIGNS ABOUT COCA LEGALIZATION 

OF THE ANDEAN REGION





TESTEO IN SITU DE PASTILLAS

3) RESISTANCE TO RECREATIONAL USE 

RESTRICTIONS OF RIGHTS

PILLS TESTING



4 ) The drug control law “reform” in Global South

Even some policy reforms, there is still discrimination and attack of

drug users rights;

- change of freedom privation for freedom restriction (social work,

probation, fines) or compulsory treatments, with medicalization.

- criminalisation of poverty with increasing of prison amount for

marginalized sellers that are not dealers just drugs users that sells

small amounts of drugs for solving consume or even poor citizens

that find a way of survival in a marginal shantytown



“From my skin inward begins 

my exclusive jurisdiction. 

I choose what can and what cannot 

cross this frontier. 

I am a sovereign state and the border of 
my skin is much more sacred to me 

that the political confines of any country.”

Anonymous contemporary
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