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Before 





Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, 

597 U.S. 215 (2022)

While Mexico, Argentina, Colombia . . . 



Over the past 30 years, more than 
60 countries and territories have 
liberalized their abortion laws.
From Ireland to Nepal, abortion 

rights are becoming recognized as 

fundamental human rights for 

millions of people worldwide. And in 

Latin America, the Green Wave is 

ushering in a new era of 

liberalization in Colombia, Mexico, 

Argentina, and elsewhere in the 

region.



Over half (53%) of white women ages 18-49 live 
in states with bans or restrictions. Six in ten 
Black (60%) and American Indian or Alaska 
Native (59%) women ages 18-49  live in states 
with abortion bans or gestational restrictions.

Thirteen U.S. states enforce total bans, and six more
restrict access in a manner that is tantamount to a total ban

https://states.guttmacher.org/policies/


More than 1 million abortions occurred in the formal health care system in 2023, the 

first full calendar year after the US Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 

Health Organization overturned Roe v. Wade. This is a 11% increase since 2020, the last year 

for which comprehensive estimates are available. It is also the highest number and rate measured 

in the United States in over a decade.

Consistent with this, as of October 22, 2024, the Society of Family Planning in #WeCount 

has found a small but consistent increase in the national monthly number of abortions



• Broader availability of telehealth for medication abortion.

• Increased financial support at least temporarily in the aftermath of Dobbs

• State policies improving protections and access to care.

Washington, DC have “shield laws that protect health care providers—and, in some 

instances, volunteers and patients—from legal or professional consequences enforced by 

states banning abortion.

Misoprostol & Mifepristone

How did this happen??



Misoprostol and Mifepristone  are very safe and very effective

A vast majority of studies report that more than 99 percent of patients who took the pills had no 
serious complications. These uncommon complications can include hospitalization, blood transfusions 
or major surgeries.

In addition to being a safe and effective way to end a pregnancy, 
mifepristone and misoprostol are also used to treat a wide 
variety of conditions – both related and unrelated to pregnancy 
– including postpartum hemorrhage, miscarriage management, 
Cushing’s Syndrome, uterine fibroids, ovarian cancer, and gastric
ulcers. The World Health Organization and medical research 

Establish  that this medication is used safely around the world
for a wide variety of obstetric  and gynecological health care needs,
including treatment of postpartum hemorrhage and safe 

termination of pregnancy.

http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/maternal_perinatal_health/misoprostol/en/
http://rhrealitycheck.org/article/2013/05/28/why-arent-we-taking-advantage-of-the-potentially-game-changing-drug-misoprostol/
http://rhrealitycheck.org/article/2013/05/28/why-arent-we-taking-advantage-of-the-potentially-game-changing-drug-misoprostol/


https://www.plancpills.org/

https://www.womenonweb.org/en/



The biggest threat to abortion pills is the 

Comstock Act, an 1873 anti-obscenity law 

that anti-abortion advocates argue 

criminalizes the mailing of medication used 

to terminate a pregnancy. But before then . 
. . .

So they are safe, they are protecting women’s lives:  Let’s find a way to stop them! 



Louisiana, where abortion was already illegal, became the 

first in the US to reclassify mifepristone and 

misoprostol as “controlled dangerous substances” 

Louisiana’s Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances 

Law regulates 

drugs that can be highly addictive like opioids, ephedrine 

and antidepressants. But the scientific evidence is 

unmistakable: Abortion pills are neither addictive nor 

dangerous.

Possession without a prescription can result in a prison 

sentence of 5 years and or a fine of $5,000. Distribution or 

possession with intent to distribute is punishable for up to 

10 years in prison with a fine of up to $15,000.

https://www.thecut.com/article/louisiana-abortion-pill-law.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/abortion-meds-prescription-tracking-misoprostol-mifepristone-bamboo-health-2025-2
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/04/01/health/abortion-pill-safety.html
https://www.contraceptionjournal.org/article/S0010-7824(12)00643-9/fulltext


In the first year after Dobbs, at least 210 pregnant women faced criminal 
charges that would not have occurred but for pregnancy and pregnancy
outcomes – including abortion, miscarriage, stillbirth, and birth.

The 210 prosecutions initiated in this one-year period represent a 
high-water mark—the largest single-year number since researchers 
Began tracking these cases. (413 in 33 years [12.5 per year]
1973-2005; 1,369 in16.5 years 2006-June 2022 [82 per year] 
June 2022-2023 [201 in one year] );

Approximately 84% of the cases involve an allegation of pregnancy 
and the use of a criminalized drug

Criminalization is Nothing New in the U.S.



Georgia Criminal Law§16-13-72. If convicted of selling, distributing, or 

possessing 

dangerous drugs in Georgia, you will be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Misdemeanor 

convictions in Georgia carry fines up to $1,000, jail time up to one year, or 

both.

Criminalization is nothing new . . . Not even falsely labeling Misoprostol a “dangerous” drug. 



As a result of the controlled substances law, hospitals 

have been forced to take misoprostol out of obstetric 

hemorrhage carts and instead store it in passcode-

protected locked compartments. Any delay in obtaining 

the drug, doctors say,  is a matter of life or death for 

patients who are hemorrhaging. People who’ve been 

prescribed misoprostol for their miscarriages have also 

reported  having a hard time filling prescriptions at local 

pharmacies. One source told reporters this process can 

take up to 45 minutes in a rural hospital because doctors 

sometimes must call a remote pharmacy and leave a 

voicemail, reducing the application of vital medicine to 

nail-biting, life-altering phone tag.

Consequences

https://lailluminator.com/2024/09/03/louisiana-women/
https://lailluminator.com/2024/10/20/louisiana-prescription/
https://lailluminator.com/2024/09/03/louisiana-women/


The United States continues to have the highest 

rate of maternal deaths of any high-income 

nation, despite a decline since the COVID-19 

pandemic. And within the U.S., the rate is by far 

the highest for Black women. Most of these 

deaths — over 80 percent — are likely 

preventable.

The US Context: MATERNAL 

MORTALITY



Louisiana is among the worst states in terms of maternal mortality and 
morbidity, with Black women disproportionately at risk of dying due to 
complications with childbirth.



MATERNAL MORTALITY, MORBIDITY, AND SUFFERING
More than 100 pregnant women in medical distress who sought help from emergency rooms were 

turned away or negligently treated since 2022, an Associated Press analysis of federal hospital 

investigations found.



INFANT 

MORTALITY

News Article, October 25, 2024 Infant Mortality Increases 

Across US Following Dobbs Decision

Large racial disparities in maternal and infant health outcomes 

persist.



The Drug War Doesn’t Stop Drug Use
The War on Abortions Doesn’t Stop Abortion
Prohibition is a  Tools of Oppression
That Undermines Human Rights & Public Health

Harm Reduction, Compassion and Respect Work!



Let’s Save Lives 
Together!

Evidence-backed public health approaches 
including harm reduction have proven over 
several decades to keep people alive, safer,
and healthier.




