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The Myth of the “Crack Baby.”

“Many recall that ‘crack babies,’ or babies born to mothers who used 
crack cocaine while pregnant,  were at one time written off by many as a 
lost generation . . . . It was later found that this was a gross 
exaggeration.”

-Nat’l Institute on Drug Abuse, Research Report, Cocaine: Abuse 
and Addiction 6  (May 2009)

“Muchos recuerdan que los bebés nacidos de 

madres que consumieron crack durante el 

embarazo fueron considerados una 

generación perdida... Más tarde se descubrió 

que esto era una gran exageración.”







Academy of Perinatal Harm 

Reduction

https://www.perinatalharmreduction.org/


The societal womb. 
● Health is shaped by social environments — where we grow up, eat, 

breathe, live.

● Social conditions — like housing insecurity, chronic stress, trauma, 

access to healthcare, and structural violence — are major drivers of 

health.

● Most direct and indirect threats to maternal health (e.g., blood 

loss, infection, hypertension, unsafe abortion, and obstructed labour, 

as well as indirect causes such as anemia, malaria, and heart disease) 

are medical and preventable with skilled and compassionate care.  

a. Even under optimum conditions, nobody can guarantee the 

biologically impossible, i.e., that every pregnancy will 

result in a healthy baby. 

● Compassionate care saves lives.  Care, dignity, and support are 

essential for healthy reproduction.  Punishment and criminalization 

(like all forms of state violence) are incompatible with health. 



People power. (Protest, resistance yes, and…)

Tactics for Transformation in 
Birth Justice — Elephant Circle

https://www.elephantcircle.net/circle/2021/3/23/tactics-for-transformation-in-birth-justice


Thank you.


