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National Harm Reduction Coalition creates spaces 
for dialogue and action that help heal the harms caused 

by racialized drug policies.
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What even is Burlington?











Political Climate

● Burlington Defunded the Police! Well, sort of…

● Burlington was the first city in the nation to decrim bupe

● Vermont has a Republican Governor

● Vermont has a conservative health department



So how did we do it?!

● Almost a decade of advocacy

● Educating all of our legislators

● Many many trips to the state capital

● Bringing in experts like researchers and staff from OnPointNY to educate 
everyone about how effective OPCs can be.

● People with lived experience fighting for change

● And support of a lobbying firm from Drug Policy Alliance to help push us over 
the edge.



Where are we at today?

● The organization that will run the OPC has been identified!

● The Vermont Department of Health has written guidelines that must be 
followed

● The City Council voted to give the $1 million a year to the program in order 
to run an OPC!



What is next?

● We need a location

● New staff need to be hired

● Need to build a smoking room

● Need to get legal support for likely federal interference
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