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Have you ever had an experience thanks to the 

ingestion of a demonized substance that afforded 

you the unshakeable conviction that a profoundly 

objective truth has been revealed to you?



IDCR

Frames racialized 

peoples as the 

antagonistic 

"drug" Other

Legal 

architecture of  

the War "on 

Drugs"

Claims to be based 
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evidence - Is 

everything but
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Colonial 
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under the mask 

of  "health" and 

"progress"

The International 

"Drug" "Control" Regime 



DEFINITIONS
Indigenous people: vastly different groups; 

shared colonial trauma; unique cultural, 

epistemological and territorial connections; 

targeted by racial-capitalist dispossession; 

ongoing resistance against assimilation.
Antagonistic "drug" Other: manufactured 

social enemy; racialized; constructed to justify 

"drug" war; scapegoat for systemic problems.

War on (the people who use, grow, consume, 

sell, buy, give, make) “Drugs”: global 

prohibition regime; furthers existing colonial 

hierarchies; operationalization of  IDCR; 

violence against black & brown bodies.

Epistemology: the study of  how knowledge 

is created, validated and shared; Framework 

to determine valid knowledge.

Epistemicide: systemic destruction of  

knowledge systems; done through violence, 

law (e.g. IDCR), forced assimilation; often 

accompanied by genocide. 

Othering: how dominant social groups define 

themselves in opposition to marginalized 

ones; create identities through binary 

distinctions; establish normalcy & deviance.













THE EPITOME OF 

COLONIALISM IS THE 

COLONIZED SUBJECT WHO 

SEES THEMSELF HOW THE 

COLONIZER SEES THEM








