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ALSO TREATING INJUSTICE  

SUING THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT HARM 
REDUCTION AND EXPAND DRUG CONSUMPTION 

ROOMS

CÉLINE DEBAULIEU, HARM REDUCTION TECHNICAL AND ADVOCACY ADVISER

CELINE.DEBAULIEU@MEDECINSDUMONDE.NET
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OUR BATTLE
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HARM REDUCTION

Médecins du Monde FR works with people 
who use drugs, sex workers, and sexual and 
gender minorities, and favours a harm 
reduction approach to facilitate their access 
to healthcare and recognition of their rights. 

➢ identify needs and build solutions with the 
people concerned. ​

➢ advocate for improving access to rights

© Sébastien Duijndam
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HARM REDUCTION ADVOCACY FOR PWUD
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CHANGES 
WE WANT

TO SEE

 The removal of repressive policies that drive people to conceal and cover 
up their activities and that distance them from prevention and health 
care services.

 A legal framework and public policies that enable the establishment of 
permanent harm reduction schemes, effective access to these facilities 
and recognition and funding for community organisations.

 The removal of all criminal and administrative sanctions associated with 
drug use for minor offences that don’t involve violence.

MDM ADVOCATES FOR:

celine%20debaulieu-demandar%20al%20gobierno%20frances/mdm1.sharepoint.com/sites/intra-dsp/Documents%20partages/Forms/Indexation2023.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Fintra-dsp%2FDocuments%20partages%2FMdM_Drug%20Policy%20-%20Health%20and%20Rights%20of%20people%20who%20use%20drugs%20EN%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Fintra-dsp%2FDocuments%20partages


Disposition :

ALSO TREATING INJUSTICE

TITRE / SOUS TITRE / CONTENU + IMAGE

Astuce : Pour renseigner les infos de pied de page : onglet « Insertion » / « En-tête/Pied » - Renseigner les champ souhaités puis « Appliquer partout »

CONTEXT
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LEGAL STATUS

DRCs in precarious status: still
under experimental agreement 
until 31/12/2025 after almost 10 
years of existence

A repressive overall climate, 
marked by the criminalization of 
drug use and the stigmatisation of 
people who use drugs

Harm Reduction is under threat

DCR IN FRANCE

➢ Only 2 DCR operating in 
France, Paris and Strasbourg 
since 2016

➢ The DCRs are legitimized by 
several authorities, including 
the Defender of Rights, the 
Constitutional Council, and the 
Senate's Social Affairs 
Committee

➢ Several studies and research 
papers highlight the benefits 
provided by the DCRs and 
recommend their continuation 
as well as the opening of 
additional ones
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LAUNCHING A LITIGATION AGAINST FRENCH STATE
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CHANGES 
WE WANT

TO SEE

 The first legal action, supported by Fédération Addiction, aims to demonstrate the 
responsibility of public authorities — specifically, their inaction or even active 
obstruction in the creation of drug consumption rooms (HSA) — and the resulting 
harm. Failing to open such facilities, despite scientific consensus on their public 
health benefits, constitutes a breach of duty by the State. This failure causes 
serious harm to both the physical and mental health of people who use drugs, and 
deepens their social exclusion. It is this responsibility that we are asking the courts 
to acknowledge

 Objective: Ensuring access to rights and healthcare for people who use drugs — and 
improving their overall situation — starts with supporting the opening of DCRs and, 
crucially, making them permanent.

LEGAL ACTION AT NATIONAL LEVEL
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LAUNCHING A LITIGATION AGAINST FRENCH STATE
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CHANGES 
WE WANT

TO SEE

 The second legal action, also supported by Fédération Addiction and the 
organisation AIDES, is a judicial review for abuse of power in Marseille, seeking the 
annulment of the rejection of the DCR project early 2024. The aim is to challenge a 
decision – never officially published – based less on rational arguments than on 
political pressure, at the expense of public health.

 Objective: To pressure the French state to reopen the DCR Marseille project and 
provide practical support for the opening of the DCR

LEGAL ACTION FOCUS MARSEILLE
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➢ The two legal actions were officially launched on 14 April by submitting the appeals to the 
courts.

➢ Prior to that, a media press release was prepared and sent to journalists

➢ A media press conference was held on 10 April, attended by 10 journalists and several 
presenters:

• Representatives of Médecins du Monde and Fédération Addiction

• Representatives of Paris and Strasbourg DCRs

• Representatives of lawyers firm officially representing the petitioners

• Representative of Paris DCR neighbour (part of a neighbour local organisation and collective created
in favour of Paris DCR)

• Representative of  drug users (to present the benefit of DCR from a person who has been using the 
DCR)

AND THEN, ACTION!
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MEDIA PLANNING
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MEDIA COVERAGE
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CHANGES 
WE WANT

TO SEE

 More than 110 press articles, radio and TV reports
 Majority of articles are positive about DCR and/or present all the parts involved (even if language 

used is still “salle de shoot”/shooting places)
 After nearly 10 years of DCRs operating in France, the general public largely supports them —

opposition mainly comes from politicians.

NATIONAL
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MEDIA COVERAGE
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CHANGES 
WE WANT

TO SEE

 In Marseille, organisation of a press conference with 
local actors involved in DCR opening, including Médecins 
du Monde, Fédération Addiction, Aides, Bus 31/32, Asud
Mars Say Yeah and Nouvelle Aube

 Numerous interview requests that resulted in many 
articles

MARSEILLE
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FIRST RESULTS AND FEEDBACK

9

CHANGES 
WE WANT

TO SEE

 A city in France reached out to join the national legal action
 A letter from the Ministry of Health was sent, acknowledging their concern and 

expressing support must come from local authorities
 A member of Parliament proposed a law to sustain DCRs (this proposal must gather 

the support of 60 deputies to be put to a vote)

IN TERMS OF ADVOCACY
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IN CONCLUSION
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CHANGES 
WE WANT

TO SEE

 To shake the powers/influences 

 To create an opportunity to take the lead — in communication and in setting the 
agenda — rather than always reacting, justifying, or trying to convince, as harm 
reduction is often forced to do under threat.

 To proactively spread the messages you have chosen to promote, instead of 
responding to the narratives and justifications demanded by opponent

 To help the media better understand what you stand for

 To have laywers involved and committed

 To support the legal action, to get ready with the good tools (comics about DCR)

WHY LEGAL ACTION ?
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84 AVENUE DU PRÉSIDENT WILSON, 93210 SAINT-DENIS
TÉL. 01 44 92 15 15

WWW.MEDECINSDUMONDE.ORG

X : MDM_FRANCE
INSTAGRAM : @MÉDECINSDUMONDE

FACEBOOK : MÉDECINS DU MONDE FRANCE

http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/

